RMACO

Lesson #1
Ceramic Tile Wall Murals

Having students create ceromic tile wall mu-
rols affords @ unique all-schoo! experience
that can be both art reom and dhassroom-
based. A project such as this incorporates the
important fundomentals necessary to a good
art lesson as wall as providing o basis hor
science, social studies, writing, and geogra-
phy lessons. Students, faculty, ond adminis-
fraticn are all brought together in making o
very orginal, impariant contribution 1o the
school thot, becouse of its permanence, is o
continuous source of pride



Lesson goals
and objectives:

1, Students will design and produce caramic
fikes weall Frvredis) ber perranent insellabion in
thie school la':p'l:'ir'!:_; Hhve= v crd h:;:i'nin:.pg-s
necessony io creofe this projed

2. Clossroom lessorns and ackvifies ara
planned bosed an the theme of the mural,
praviding cpportunities for lessons in geog-
rophy, scence, wriling, ond social studies.
Passible a.u!]i:::h for mrasrals are cuferspoce,
wncersea like, jungle animals and plants,
byl Frigbear :.-'_-:.:I'|'|-:_H'i: events, p:nrh'ﬂﬂ:‘.qu:l-
SCILTS, CIrews H-;_nw.'gnrdcn's., kaeed Formous

|-L||'|E.Jl"m:|r'lc.-.. gl

3. In odditien ke the obvious educational
benelits of this project, shadents also gain o
positive serse of pride from helping to
ereate artthat becomes o permanent part of
their school

Mobes:

Background
Preparation:

1. The art teacher should falk o shudents
obxout what they will be creafing, explain
ing the: physical and produchion differences
between o pointed mural and o ceramic
mured, Exarmples of murals shouldbe shown.

2. Depending on the subsect that has been
chesen bor the mural and, it illustrations are
available, students should be shown ex
amples of work with similor themes oned
stybes by famaous arfiss. Forexomple, present
art reproductions of works by Rousseou for
the: jungle theme; works by Seurat, Maillet,
and Lowrence for the circus; works by
warious Impressionist arists for Aower gar-
dens; and selected fomous portrait paint-
ngs for o theme that involves foces and
poople

3. Using the theme of the mural os o focus,
dassroom teachers and the art teacher
should work together ke dasign kessans and
provide support materials, so that shudents
herve ‘ll'uznaugh I:I-l:li:i-cgﬂ:lurll:l. undersand-
ing of the subject. For exomple, scence
lessons can be planned on the study of

Fi
..

oulersooce or undersea life; social shudies
lessens can focus on local history or a
farmous lecal |-i|r||:i|r||::||h;wri1ing|c5mn5 Cosny
b des'rgnec Wil vaaricass aspechs |:|F 1|-|E.
arncus o8 fhe subject: and ecolegy and
*sowing our rain borests” lessons can be
inspired b}- o il.:rk_:_:||r'. therme

Pt

Glossary of Terms:
Bisque - unglozed pottery after first firing.

El'lﬂl'gEI'l'rEI'll - a.n:lrncl'h:ng that has bean
mode bigger or reproduced in the same
proporions in o larger size.

Fire - o jerm used in ceromecs - b el |'|1&
chay ino kil ata very high temperoture until
if 15 dr:,.- and hard and becomes pattery

17 S\

Glaze - a special clear or colored liguid
mrixhire that s |:r|;,:||:||i-c|:| o pofiery and be
oomes o e 'i.‘||”“' M"FDI:EI wl‘lBI‘l FII‘Ed o
the |'iE||‘1' 'em}‘:eruh.qu: na |n:||r|

Kiln - an even or lurnace that reaches wary
high temperaberes [Z000° o 2300°) and is
used tor drying, firing, ond i_:_|||::z-ng e
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Mural - & wall painting, usually perf-;jm'.ing
o |:||L|"|-'I|_-n:.||.|r\-;_:|| Fl,.n-:ﬁn;m,

Perspeclive - o way of locking ot some-
thing: o way of showing 3-dimensional
:aL‘qEr:IS. an g Z-dimensional surfoce

TErT‘Ith!' o pafern

Tile - & thin, r{.ﬁ:_'lurlg:_.llqr Qr SOUOre pescs af
fired cleny

Underglaze - & special type of color that is
put on a ceramic piece before the glaze. It
has no Hux I,rdh:m. formar] in it sa it sherys
where if is put when hired and is good for
detoil wark, I# iy used far puinrlnE arnd

EIE'\CEH'I:Ih"ha.

Supplies:

Droreing Paper [unitarm size|
Whike '::F-:IH‘ !}lﬁp&' |enict Liza ol ml,.lr-:_1||
Pencils ond Crayons
Mewspoper [lo profect fobles and desks)
Assorted AMACCY fReword” Brushes
ArAATT A" x &' Bisgue Tiles

(Cotolog #113331)



Assorted AMACO” Ligquid Underglozes
[LUG Series availoble in pints,
2 oz. jors and sats]
Assorted AMATD /Reward
Valwet Underglazes [V Series)
AMACO" Clear Gloss Glaze
[LG-10 Catolog #391434)
Slip Trail Applicotor [Catalog #11.444N)

Optional Supplies:

Vehvat Underglaze Selector Chart
|Cotalog #19048Y)

LA Undergh::ze Selector Chart
Cotolog #375888)

#1 Tila Sitters
{Cotolog #11304G)

Equipment:

Cpoque Projector
Ceromic Kiln, shelves, posts and
stilts

Instructions:

1. Hove students drow individual drenwings
on uniform péeces of poper of different
aspects of e larger mural. For axample,
far tha jungle onimal mural have different
studants drow different animals hove soms
draw trees and plants. Encouroge persanal
ideas and perspectives.

2. Using on opoque projediorn, project the
art work onto a large piece of white crof
poper o fhe desired size of the finished
mural. Compose the many drowings into
the scene desired and trace them on the
large poper.

3. Hove students color the entarged picture
with crayons to indicate specifically whert
colors all arecs will be. Seeing the mural
colored will give you the opporiunity o
modify or chonge colors, as necessary,
before working with the tiles and under-
glozes.

4. Using the files as templates, have the
shuclents lay them an the finished drawing
and trace around eoch one. Then cut the
poper mural drowing into the squores. A
bve foot square mural willend up os 100 4°
% & souare pooer femplatas,

5. Work on a lorge, Hat surfoce where the
tiles son ba kbid aut in erder b ovaid
mistokes and confusion. Use arrows ko
s b |'Ji|E1.'F-;:||1 :,:Hill:;. |:.|n|_'| n|_|rn|:u;|r |'|1ern|:r:,-
rerw on the bock with o black undergloze so
il Fhose wha inskall the tiles will know
where H“.&}' o |E.:-:|::||.'|p|{-.: 1-1,1-21-3...,
2-1,2-2,2.3,..,31,3-2, 3-3. ondsoon.)

&. Lery oult the cut peces of the paper mural on
b of the files Bl o puzzle, and using corbon
poper, mce aver the drowings onio the files.
B sure e here thee shockents gef os much of the
el ransberred o pﬂESjH'EI.

7. Using underglazes, the students then
paint the files just as the poper squares
hove been colored, Far opoque cover-
oge, apply 3 coats af undergloze.

B, A |:||r.1:.li-:: syringe
with black ur|.r|-e:.r-
gloze is then vsed to
auline and detail the
drowings

& The teoeher should
then airbrush the
entire surface with a
clear glaze and fire
the files to cone 05

10.Tiles shauld be
instalbed by a Pt
fessionad like inslolher
For added effect, use
2" cop white com
merciolly glozed
bhorder files areund
thie ryuiral cis & e




Additional
Suggestions:

1, |'|-n||wﬁ}r wialls, g].-mnmium and cobete-
rita wieills, amd walls around drinking boun-
tains and doorways are all pertect bor file
murols, Work with schoel administrators
and be creative. Before beginning, how-
ever, confer with o professional file in-
sballer o be sure the wall or area you hove
chesen will work. Tile murals are a very
exciing way o brighten up areas of o
scheol that are natoriously drab.

2. Use &" x &" unglozed commercicl
bisque tiles, it is technically difficult to
make handmade files consistently Aot
Commercial files are guarantesd ko be
Heat carved umibeem in size and thickness and
will only require ane glaze firing. When
warking with elementary stedents, this
mokes the process much easier and al-
levws the focus bo be on creative design
rather thon tile construction,

3. Use underglazes to creabe the picture
or design on the fikes. They are safe and
easy to use and moy be opplied with o
brush or plastic syringe. Underglozes do
nat move or bleed when fired. AMACO?
underglaze colors chonge slightly when
fired; Velvets do nat. Both bacome deepar
in valve when fired with a clear glaze
ever them,

4, Clear gloze con be applied by pouring
it over the tiles in one of beo ways lo collect
glaze run off:

1. Place the file inside o bucket on top
of a ghass bote (or ony suitable
abject that keeps the tile above the
bettam],

2. Hold the file in your hand over o
bucket,

Remove glaze from the edges and bottom
of the tiles with & wet sponge. Glaze
eollected in the bucket can then be re-used.

Clear glaze con also be brushed an with
three even coats applied in different di-
reclions, making swre eoch coal dries
before whiequent applications, NOTE:
lfbfuu.hing,ﬂjs bsgsst ey Fires thee underglazed
tiles first before application of dear glaze.
This will eliminate smearing caused by
dompening the unfired underglaze sur-
foce. Then brush on cleer glaze and fire
again lo Cone 05,

5. Load kiln in the allerncon and fire ot
setting 2 (low) throughaout the: night. The
next moming, hem the kiln up in stoges
and fire to cone 05. This means the kiln
will shut off during the school day, so
someene will be present to monitor the
erucial part of the firing, IFyou fire by this
time schedule, you won't have o moke
ke might trips ko the school fo check the

kiln. Approximotely 60-80 &° x 4" files
can be starched and fired in o 22" x 27°
chamber kiln.

Pdaibas:

Follow-up Idea:

Share your success with parents and the
community. Coordinate the urveiling et
the woll with o schoal function and invite
parenis and the local newspapers, This is
a wonderhul way to get pasifive publicity
for your art pragram,

This ix ane lesson in o series of art lesson plons for slementory ond secondany progroms using Amercon & Clay Co., Inc. produch. Sucoasshul lessons will be
camidered for huture publication. Send your ideos ond slides o Dovid Gomble, Mehionsl Marketing Direcier, Amaricon Ar Clay Ca,, Inc

American Art Clay Co., Inc. * 4717 Waest Sicleanth Strest » Indionapelis, Indiona 46222 = [317) 244-4871
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